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ACTION CPR-01 

INFO OCT-01 AF-08 ISO-OO SS-15 NSC-05 /030 W 

109315 

R 021545Z AUG 76 
FM AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9561 

UNCLAS ABIDJAN 7156 

EO 11652: ,/A 
TAGS: PDIP, IV , US 

SU: PRESENTATION OF AWARD TO AMBASSADOR SMITH 
FROM GOVERNMENT OF THE IVORY COAST 

1 . AT A DINNER HOSTED BY IVORY COAST FOREIGN MINISTER USHER 
ON WEDNESDAY EVEING, JULY 28, IN HONOR OF AMBASSADOR AND MRS. 
SMITH, AND ATTENDED BY SENIOR IVORIAN OFFICIALS AND DIPLOMATS, 
THE AMBASSADOR WAS PRESENTED WITHA DECORATION MAKING HIM A 
"GRAND OFFICIER DE L'ORDRE NATION ALE DE LA COTE D'IVOIRE." 

THE RANK OF GRAND OFFICER OF THE ORDER IS ONE HELD BY FEW 
IVORIANS AND IS THE HIGHEST DECORATION GIVEN TO PERSONS WHO 
ARE NOT IVORIAN NATIONALS. 

2. IN A WARM AND TOUCHING SPEECH LEADING UP TO THE PRESE- 
TATION, THE FOREIGN MINISTER SAID: "YOU AND MRS. SMITH HAVE 
COME TO KNOW IN THE COURSE OF YOUR STAY HER-TOO BRIEF IN 
OR VIEW-AS MUCH THROUGH YOUR FREIDSHIPS IN 

ABIDJAN AS THROUGH THE NUMEROUS CONTACTS WHICH YOU 
HAVE MADE DIRECTLY DURING YOUR TRAVELS IN THE INTERIOR 
OF OUR COUNTRY, THAT THE IVORIANS HAVE A REAL ADMIRATION 
FOR YOUR GREAT COUNTRY. FOR US, A YOUNG COUNTRY, THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICAN IS, IN EFFECT, THE SYMBOL OF 
TECHNICAL SUCCESS, AN ELOQUENT EXAMPLE OF THAT WHICH 
THE HUMAN SPIRIT CAN ACHIEVE IN PUTTING SCIENCE AT THE 
SERVICE OF HUMANITY, THAT IS TO SAY, FOR THE WELL BEING 
OF MANKIND." HE CONTINUED, "WE CONGRATULATE OURSELVES, 

MR. AMBASSADOR. FOR COOPERATION WITH THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICAN IN BOTH THE PRIVATE AND THE PUBLIC SECTOR. 

THIS COOPERATION HAS MANIFESTED ITSELF IN THESE LAST YEARS 
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CERTAIN OF OUR LARGE INDUSTRIALIZATION PROJECTS AND BY 
APPRECIABLE FINANCIAL AID." 

3. MINISTER USHER TOOK NOTE OF THE RECENT TRIPS IN AFRICA 
UNDERTAKEN BY SENIOR POLITICAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICIALS 
OF THE USA AND HOPED "THAT THEY WOULD RESULT NOT ONLY IN A 
BETTER KNOWLEDGE OF AFRICAN PROBLEMS IN GACERAL AND SOUTHERN 
AFRICAN PROBLEMS N PARTICULAR. BUT IN THE RAPID ACCELERATION 
OF THE SETTLEMENT OF THESE PROBLEMS IN ORDER TO PUT AN END TO 
THE CONFUSION WHICH REIGNS IN THIS PART OF OUR CONTIENT. 
CONFUSION TO WHICH FOREIGN INTERVENTION IN RECENT MONTHS 

IS NOT UNKNOWN." 

4. IN HIS ANSWERING REMARKS, HE AMBASSADOR 
EMPHASIZED THE PROGRESS AND ACHIEVEMENTS WHICH HAVE 
BEEN MADE DURING THE PAST TWO AND ONE-HALF YEARS, 

CITING INCREASES OF 125 PER CENT IN AMERICAN INVESTMENT, 

45 PER CENT IN COMMERCIAL EXCHANGES BETWEEN THE IVORY 
COAST AND THE UNITED STATES AND 50 PER CENT IN THE 
NUMBER OF AMERICAN FIRMS ESTABLISHING OFFICES IN ABIDJAN. 

5. THE AMBASSADOR ALSO CITED AMERICAN CULTURAL EVENTS 
SUCH AS CONCERTS AND EXPOSITIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN HELD 
HERE AND STRESSED PARTICULARLY THE ARRANGMENT OF TRIPS 
TO THE U.S. OF NUMEROUS SENIOR IVORIAN GOVERNMENT 
FUNCTIONARIES AND OTHER OFFICIALS. HE STATED HIS PRIDE IN 
THE GROWTH OF TECHNICAL COOPERATIN BETWEEN THE U.S. AND 
THE IVORY COAST, PARTICULARLY IN THE AREA OF AGRICULTURAL 
RESEARCH. HE ADDED HIS APPRECIATION OF THE CLOSE COOPERA- 
TION AND SUPPORT GIVEN TO THE USG ON FOREIGN POLICY MATTERS. 

6. THE FOREIGN MINISTER ENDED BY CONGRATULATING 

THE AMBASSADDOR MRS. SITH THAT THEIR STAY IN THE COUNTRY 
"EVEN THOUGH SHORT, HAS BEEN WELL FULFILLED." 

SMITH 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FOREIGN RELATIONS, AMBASSADORS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 02 AUG 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976ABIDJA07156 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760298-0146 
From: ABIDJAN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760898/aaaadhrm.tel 

Line Count: 96 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION CPR 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: SmithRJ 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24 MAR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <24 MAR 2004 by ReddocGW>; APPROVED <12 JAN 2005 by SmithRJ> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 
Subject: n/a 

TAGS: PDIP, AWRD, IV, US, (SMITH, ROBERT S) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



